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December 30 [1943] 

JAN  8 Rec’d 

Dear Folks: 

 The Christmas Season is once more flying past and has been a 

very happy one for us. 

 We had dinner with the Bauman family and a very happy time. 

Papa Krieg is still here – hale & hearty apparently, missing nothing and 

enjoying the “hub-bub” – I never wrote that word before but there does 

not seem to be a more appropriate one. 
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 Santa was very good to us all – much too good for a family that 

planned to go slow on Christmas. Your gifts which Janie sent were very 

lovely and we do thank you sincerely. Mel’s red mittens would keep you 

warm even if they were not so snugly lined. My slip is one of those 

things one seemingly can’t do without & this one is especially luxurious. 

You can well imagine Laurence & his new pipe. His pleasure in that is 

unquestionable – & his
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collection has become a bit “viler” & more potent than even he can 

endure. The remains of your Christmas check left for us we used to 

finish a small bond so it is in a good place. The duplication of presents 

was unfortunate and we suggest that until you are both back in 

civilization you confine your gifts to mere notes or cards. At Christmas 

the material is such an inadequate expression of what one feels after all 

– pleasant to be sure but as long as you are so remotely located just  
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send us your love and thoughts. You know you have been very much 

present with us this Christmas season. It is our fervent hope that by 

some happy chance you can both be with us next year – a truly perfect 

celebration. 

 Melody intended to go to Washington – tickets & reservations 

at hand but she returned them, I believe to cheer us up. She has worked 

very hard the past term which necessitated rest rather than the nervous 

strain of the Schiffelers intense lives. 
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Her work begins again next Tuesday. She wrote a rather commendable 

composition for piano – for a Christmas surprise. Dr. Eschman likes it 

so much he is playing it in his recital Jan. 26. Personally, the trend is a 

bit too modernistic for me but one must progress with this changing life 

even to accepting the iconoclastic musically. 

 Flu has been rampant in these parts and did not escape us. I 

missed 7 ½ days of work – which made my pay check look like a dwarf. 

At that I  
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tottered back too soon & have been “relapsing” all vacation. Laurence 

has a remarkable constitution being able to get out & about after 2½   

days in bed. You can well imagine that he felt very low to spend even 

that time resting. Mel was the last victim & that was a contributing 

factor in her decision to forego the bright lights, concerts & parties of 

Washington. Her only regret was not seeing Carl & Hans Kindler – me 

thinks. 

We send you our love & sincerest wishes for the new Year. 

Sarah 

The nicest present would be Philinda’s snaps – pictures which 

have not yet arrived – 
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P.S. You sent via me for Xmas – to Leonard & Mary some water glasses 

to match some highball glasses we had sent them. To Aunt Vonnie hose 

& to Lillian a slip. To Aunt Maggie some Orloff rose petals with 

corresponding Cologne & to Jennie a milkmaid “bath  mitt & powder 

mitt”. We rather like the Milkmaid toilet articles – especially the hand 

lotion. You gave Pat Bauman a slip & Johnny a bill fold. He is quite the 

young man – very suave for his age & quite good
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looking. He works for Harry Arnold in his spare time & has his own 

money for most things – even clothes. Papa Krieg drew a dark red seater 

100% wool which he needed & he looked too “cute” (what a word & what 

a reversion to our small town vernacular) for words – with his white 

hair & jolly smile. I supposed this was your list. Another year I think 

everyone will be happy with less of the material & a card or greeting 

with a picture of your own sweet selves. Better still – yourselves. 

Sarah 


